	       NEVERN SQUARE CONSERVATION AREA RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

			           ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
		     ST. CUTHBERT’S CHURCH, PHILBEACH GARDENS
				NOVEMBER 20, 2024

1. Linda Wade, Chair, called the meeting to order and Father Paul Baggot welcomed all to St. Cuthbert’s Church
2. Apologies received and noted
3.  The Treasurer’s Report showed balances of £3378.59 on August 31, 2024
4. The Chairman’s Report, which was distributed, is incorporated by reference to the Minutes. The Report lists the principal issues facing the community, including the Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO), Licensing, E-Bikes, The Earl’s Court Action Plan and Shop Front initiative, the Brighter Kensington and Chelsea Scheme, ongoing ASB, and crucially, the Earls Court Development Application.
5. Elections - Linda Wade elected as Chair, David Madden as Co-Chair, Sherry Kernan as Treasurer
6. Guests at tonight’s meeting were two police officers and Joe Powell, MP.
7. Police
· Described initiatives to address ongoing ASB, including facial recognition and stop-and-search operations which have resulted in several arrests and fixed fine issuances.
· A resident described a recent incident where a man with a knife came into the Holland and Barratt and cleared the shelf of manuka honey. As it was the third time in a month, the shop manager did not even bother to call the police who are themselves frustrated by the fact that thefts of less than £200 are not prosecuted.
· A mostly blind resident expressed his concern about the delivery drivers massing at the corner of Trebovir Road and the Earl’s Court Road. Not only do they encroach on the pavement, even when they see he is visually handicapped, they urinate, drop their food packaging and generally desecrate the area. Linda Wade observed that the housing association has been notified but they are unresponsive. The police commented that they are trying to engage with the drivers to encourage better behaviour. 
· The issue of the delivery drivers has been an irritation raised in every public forum in the borough. There has been no enforcement and the level of anger amongst the attendees was clear.
· A resident stated that there are rumours of human trafficking and likely some of the drivers do not have licenses. The police did not know if licenses were checked, how many fines have been issued, etc
· Another resident related an incident where a “known “person was loitering and aggressively begging in front of Co-op.   There was a car full of police officers sitting nearby and the resident went to them for help but was told she could not be arrested for loitering or begging. The rules around this have changed and the police officers attending said they would take this back to the precinct. 
· There has been a continuum of car vandalism, with 15 incidents on Longridge Road alone in the last few months. 
· The police stated that there are 2 PCs, 2 PSCOs presently but this would be increased at an unspecified date in the future. 
 
· It was suggested that there be a curfew, but the police said they do not have the authority to impose one. The council could establish a curfew.

8. Joe Powell, MP

· Opening remarks – was pleased to support the residents in their concerns about E Bikes as well as opposition to the planning application from Silvertime for an extended gaming establishment. He acknowledged ASB as a growing problem while violent crime was declining slightly. The bottom line is a lack of resources.
· Housing crisis - the biggest single issue for his constituency.
· Housing associations need to be held to account and said pending legislation will mandate time frames for repairs to be accomplished. This comes after the tragic death of a young child from infection due to untreated mould.
· Short term lets – there is to be a register of short term lets; it is not a licensing scheme but provides some transparency. This response did not inspire much confidence.
· Earls Court Redevelopment – there was extensive discussion of the planning application, the first phase of which has been submitted to the council.  The key issues are density and height of buildings. The planning application has over 700 documents which is overwhelming.  Some attendees who had read many of the documents mentioned that the statistics quoted were inconsistent from one part of the application to another. The are aspects of the transport, carbon offset, social housing definitions, overshadowing, and social services that are vague or not addressed. 
· Attendees listed examples of unsustainable or inconsistent plans around traffic in general, construction traffic in particular, increased demands on water pressure, potential flooding from poor infrastructure, lack of Underground capacity, lack of coordination between ECDC / TfL and trade unions, a planned hotel that is not needed, the blatant reduction of light for Philbeach residents, etc.
· Mr. Powell acknowledged the apparent provision of 35% affordable housing (however poorly defined) is likely to get the application fast tracked and called in by the Mayor. The two councils, RBKC and LBHF, need to extract concessions from the developers before it is called in.
· He is scheduled to have a meeting with ECDC in December and was asked to record the questions and answers and share them with the residents.   Developers have a history of sleight of hand which he acknowledged. His background includes work in the identification of dirty money and empty homes serving as bank accounts.
· He asked that the “coordinated submission” of comments and objections from the NSCARA team be shared with him.


The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.


			
